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Article in a respected’
magazine suggests ideas

that are just horrendous
By Danlel T. Zanoza

The following column doals with a sybiec
| t most of
would consider outside the boundarieg oftgirility. %ﬂnfgrt?:

! ¢ developmental sta en. Wi
nourishment and g nurturing unvimnmang one (;f; boys

nn&gu-h will 5row into healthy men and women.

We thust furnish positive leadership for children outsid
the horh_e a8 well. In the past, in additi?:n to the family uuit?
at_:tadgm:t:;.er;hmnuta imﬁﬁutions and the business commu.
nity fog an mimosphere which hel ise
well balanced childron. Fpe ke hell,

However, in recent years, we hava seen negative social
forces supplant the poaitive. Many believe sociaty on the
whole is failing concerning America’s youth, In many cas-
es, the almighty lust for profit lias replaced common gense,

d often, some of those who we previously counted on to
protect children now are Promoting philosophies which are

unhealthy and dangerous to their welfare,
uchi iathe case concerning an article recently published

In thé tedical journal of the American Psychological Asao-
ciation: The piece was co-authored by Bruce Rind, Temple
University; Philip Tromoviteh, Univeraity of Pennaylva-
nia; bnd Hobert Bauserman, University of Michigan.

Incredibly, the article Suggesta that consenaual sexual
conduct between adults and children may not be as harm- .
ful a5 once believed. The disturbing article also ndvances A :
; the theory that sex between adults and children has been : 3
/ discouraged ‘primarily because of outdated social mores

and arcane traditional values. At least that'sthe way I read
it. How else can you read it? The authors wrote: “C silf}y-

ing a behavior as abuse simply because it is genera ¥y
viewed a8 immoral or defined as illegal is problematic,
becauss such a classification may obscure the true nature
of the behavior and its actual causes and offecta.”

Please remember, this articls appeared in a highly
res , clinical journal. ) .

e authora also pay special attention to male children

and point to some studies that cite a ¢hild’s gender as a fac-
tor in making that individual more compatible — or; let’s
Bay immune — to any peychologieal damage from sexual
relationships with adults.
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Now, if you are picking yourself up off the floor, suffaring -

from a state of total shock and disgust as I was after learn-
ing about this appalling piece, rest assured there is s
sense in an ever-ma world, J
Stata 8en. Patrick J. O all:g, R-Palos Heights, intro-
duced a resolution (SR 140) which was unanimously passed
by the Illinvis Gleneral Assembly condemning the article
and the A.P.A. for even considering such an outrage. Later,
the U.g. Houss of Represantatives also enacted a similar

The truth is, politicians and community leaders ahould
have been falling over themselves to coma out in opposition
to the APA article. But, all the same, O'Malley must be
commended for his quick and decisive response to some-

thing I can only call repulsivo and axtromely dangeroua
" In a telephons interview, Sen. O'Malley said, “T find it
terial in this

ly unit.

He went on to say, “Such relations between childran and
adults are abusive, destructive, exploitive, reprehensibla
and ahould be puniched by law.”

Perhape the moat important question to ponder here is;

re is our headed? o

Can it bo that this ia the first salvo in a future attempt to
legitimize and legalize the sexual abuse of children? The
damago done by such an endoraement (and that's certainly
what it scunds like to me) of what can only be defined as
child abune, is incaleulable,

Imng'ne the aick adult who now may find in such an arti-
cle justification for acts too awful ta contemplate. As a for-
mer youth counselor, I am stunned by the lack of good Judg-
ment demonstrated by the APA. T,

But this is not the fitst time such science has
been given academic credibility, The Ki Report, pub-
I in 1848, actually observed pedophiles in sexual ¢on-
tact with children for its study. Thie, and the research
resulting from it, has become the most widely quoted work
of ita kind. In fact, much of the sex education carriculum in

American E_blic schools is based on the Kinsey Report.

Instead of being drummed out of society and maybe sven
thrown behind bars, this researcher became the most

ruurecwd individual in hj
self 8 mother of six Mﬂgé'ﬁi?ﬁ? regiort: “The
::&udiated study was based on the flawed Kinsey research

ch originally promoted pedophilia. All public policies

and laws that rely on Kinsey’s studies should also be

retracted.”

Parentingt thodern Ameriea is fraught with anxiety for
many. Some wonder if their children are safe at school or on
Forous, oy 0 sy A aar e e g mors doa:
gerous, day 3 ! wé wl
nessed in plscann)i,h Littlston, Colo., and Pear], Miss,, it is
ﬁm‘l‘; to m our childx?n ‘r‘noie Wgﬂl" \

e American Pyychological Annosin o A derivion tp

tion of American culture. It must

be noted tha tion has since.admitted the publica-

tivn of the article was a mistake; all the same, a great deal
of damage ia done. . T

Fortunstely, moet of us understand what it takes to raise
healbt:!. well-balanced childten: Though there is no pre-
seri formula for effective child rearing, the operative
word must be common sense, Our primary charge in life
should be to make society a place for its most precious
commodity. After all, childreA represent the future of our
nation. B

Dan Zanosa is former director of Republicans for Fair
Media, a conservative organization based in Cregtwood.
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